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Flash! 
Next Meeting: 
  Camarillo Senior Center 
  Wed, 11/04/2015 7:00 PM 
 
  Speaker: TBD 
 
..Show and Tell 
 
Future Events: 
  Christmas Party 
  December 5 
 

 
Introduction: 

Welcome to the Condors Newsletter.  Readers are 
invited to send articles, photos for inclusion in the 
next issue.  Send them to 
amhoff93010@verizon.net  

Al Hoff, Editor  

Meeting Minutes, 10/07/2015: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  Frank 
Oliver led the 23 members present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

Robert Wagner apologized for there being no 
meeting in September.   

The August minutes were approved as written in the 
newsletter.   

Christmas Party:  The Christmas party was 
discussed and there was general agreement to join 
with the Flying Circus for the party.  The party will 
be held at Robert Wagner's house.  The clubs will 
provide Tri-Tip, chicken and soft drinks (and wine), 
the balance will be pot luck, with a sign-up list via 
email.  The party is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 5th.  More details via email and next 
meeting. 

It was noted by Robert Wagner that we should 
remove the sun shades at the field before the Santa 
Ana winds pick up. 

Discussed slots available at the Flying Circus.  
[anyone wishing to join should put themselves on 
the list by contacting Art Gunderson or other board 
member of the Flying Circus.] 

Briefly touched on communications with CSUCI.  
The current holdup is that a person is in the process 
of mapping sensitive environmental areas. 

Robert and Anthony reported the results of their 
meeting with Jacqui Irwin.  Basically interest and 
enthusiasm but nothing concrete as of yet. 

Randy provided a treasurer's report. 

A final comment by Chris Spangenberg noting that 
Barry Dallwig had several kits to donate to the club.  
It was suggested to use these a Christmas party 
raffle prizes. 

Show and Tell: 

Chris Spangenberg showed his recovering of an 
ARF, and how to add panel lines and rivets to make 
the recovered plane more realistic than the original.  
He noted that the techniques can be accomplished in 
a day or two. 

 



 

 

 

 

Art Gunderson showed us his $109 solar panel 
with regulator that he uses in conjunction with a 12 
Volt battery to charge at the field.  He is able to 
charge two LiPo batteries all day long without 
running out of current. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned.  

 
 



 
Alan Hoff, Meet My Uncle: 

My uncle (my mother's brother) was a pioneer 
aviator and barnstormer in southwestern Minnesota 
from 1923 through 1936..  His name was Irwin 
Alfred Stellmacher, but went by the handle I. A. 
Stellmacher.   

His first plane was a Standard J-1 biplane with a 
Hispano-Suiza engine that he later swapped out for 
an OX-5.  Stellmacher taught himself to fly in 1924 
when his instructor did not show up. 

In 2009, a feature writer, Trudy Madetzke, for the 
Independent newspaper based in Marshall, 
Minnesota did a series of articles on my Uncle.  As 
part of her research she contacted my brother and 
myself for our input.  One thing lead to another and 
late 2009 I submitted a nomination to the Minnesota 
Aviation Hall of Fame for my uncle. 

My web site contains a copy of the verbose 
biography submitted with the nomination.  
http://amhoff93010.com/i-a-stellmacher/i-a-stellmacher-
verbose-biography/  

 

 

Newspaper article containing an early photograph. 



 

 

Irwin and Dolly his wife 

 



 

 

Irwin and his wife Dolly, in the plane 

 

 

 

 

If you have interesting pictures, send them to Al Hoff, amhoff93101@verizon.net   We will 
publish them as space permits. 

 


